6 INTRODUCTION

Jessé Fléché, of Langres, who on June 24, ‘‘ appar-
ently in some haste,’’ baptized twenty-one Abenakis,
including the district sagamore, or chief. The ac-
count of this affair, which Poutrincourt sent in tri-
umph to France, is the initial document in the pres-
ent series.

On the twelfth of June, 1611, there arrived at Port
Royal, at the instance of King Henry IV., two Jesuit
fathers, Pierre Biard and Ennemond Massé. They
were, however, not favorably received by Poutrin-
court and his followers; they found great practical
difficulties in acquiring the Indian languages, and
made slight progress in the herculean task to which
they had been set. To them came, the following
year, a lay brother, Gilbert du Thet, who was soon
dispatched to the head of the order, in France, with
an account of the situation. In the spring of 1613,
he returned, in company with Father Quentin. The
little band of missionaries had no sooner established
themselves at the new French colony on Mt. Desert
Island, than the latter was attacked and dispersed by
the Virginian Argall. Du Thet was killed in the
fight, Massé was, with other colonists, set adrift in a
boat, and Biard and Quentin were taken to Virginia,
to be eventually shipped to England, and thence
allowed to return into France. Several of the earlier
documents of our series have to do with this first
and apparently unfruitful mission of the Jesuits to
Acadia.

In 1615, Champlain thought the time ripe for the
institution of Indian missions upon the St. Law-
rence, a spiritual field hitherto neglected, and intro-
duced to Quebec four members of the fraternity of
Récollets, the most austere of the three orders of



